
COVID 19 Emergency Response Update 27th July 2020

Lockdown Easing

As we transition to a return to a more normal life we are aware that there is still a high level of anxiety for many 
people in our community over re-entering public spaces and mixing with higher numbers of people.  We want to 
ensure that there is community confidence in both how we are managing our spaces and to ensure that we are 

doing everything to mitigate the risk of spreading infection.

To prepare for a safe return we have completed a Covid-19 risk assessment of the building with full guidelines on 
social distancing, hygiene and cleaning, PPE guidelines and safeguarding.

Following this assessment we have concluded that current best practise will allow the Main hall to be used by 
groups of no more than 30 and the Church Room by groups of no more than 15.

At the end of August/beginning of September our regular groups will be asked to do a site visit to talk through our 
Covid-safety strategy for the building, followed by a phased return to activities to allow groups to adjust to the 
setting under the new guidelines and ensure that the protocols we establish are working well.

We are piloting these practices with a few small classes who have already returned to run a reduced summer 
holiday programme.

Some of the projects that we host or run from the building (particularly Urban Table and Clapton Community Drop 
in - which serve our most vulnerable users)  will not be able to return to their normal format under the Covid Safe 
Strategy and we are currently working to develop best strategies for what will be possible with each group 
individually.

We will continue to review our policies as the situation changes so that we are able to provide a safe and vibrant 
community hub for everyone in our community.  

Emergency Response Programme

We are still running our Emergency Response Programme for our most vulnerable service users with the help of 
our fantastic volunteers:

• Providing phone support – sharing public health messages, making people aware of government guidance, 
identifying high-risk people who need extra support.
• Delivering meals from Made in Hackney.
• Operating as a Hackney Food Bank satellite - receiving and then delivering food bank parcels
• And the Urban Table team are continuing to cook a weekly meal on Sundays which are delivered to up to 150 

people.

This programme and the need is changing as the situation evolves and we are currently working with our delivery 
partners and other local organisations to develop this work and plan for what might come next.

……….

We continue to be amazed by the resilience, compassion and generosity of the people in our neighbourhood and 
feel privileged to be able to work alongside you.

If you have any questions at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact our centre manager Joe Walker email 
joe@theroundchapel.org.uk


